Extract from Cork Examiner, June 5th.  Year unknown

June 5th from Cork Examiner
THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE MUNSTER AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
The Munster Agricultural Society’s popular Summer Show is due to be held in a fortnight’s time and this reminds us of the considerable service given by the society to the improvement and development of farming and garminfarming methods for wll over a century.  The society had its immediate origin in the Cork Agricultural Society founded in 1857, which had as its main objects to encourage every kind if farming activity, to hold agricultural shows and to provide education for the young farmers in the application of scientific knowledge to soil fertility.
EARLY ORIGINS

As a matter of fact the origin of the society may be traced back to the Royal Cork Institution which was incorporated in 1807 and which from the beginning encouraged the formation of local agricultural societies and show throughout Co. Cork and published a journal, “The Muster Farmer’s Magazine”, from 1813 up to at least 1820.
At a meeting of a committee of the Cork Agricultural Society on June 5, 1880, another of the society’s activities was stressed.  The committee was a special committee having charge of the Model Farm and it was stated at the meeting that when a deputation from the committee met the Commissioners of Nation Education in Dublin in May 1880 to discuss with them a proposal to provide accommodation in the Model Farm for boarding of student dairymaids it was revealed that pupil teachers studying at the Model School in Anglesea Street in Cork were been boarded in the Model Farm.

In order to provide boarding accommodation for the dairymaids it would be necessary to provide alternative accommodation for the pupil teachers, and reluctantly the Cork deputation undertook to pay £100 a year for three years to provide for the pupil teachers.  When the delegation reported back to the committee their action was not approved and it was decided that the matter should be raised at Westminster.

HARD LIFE OF STUDENTS …...

The lives of the ordinary farming students at eh Model Farm were closely regulated, as we may see from contemporary reports. “For a sum of £2 a quarter each student receives his diet, lodgings, lectures on agricultural science and a thorough training in farm work.  Having completed his year’s course in Cork he goes on to the agricultural school in Glasnevin, where he will receive further training for two years free of all cost.  Students will have the added advantage of literary and scientific training under competent professors.”
“At 5 am the students are roused from sleep by the monitors and are allowed a half-hour to dress themselves and make their beds.  At 5.30 am they feed the farm stock and are lectured on farm work until 8 am.  They then get theoretical instruction until 9 am, when they get a half-hour for breakfast.”

“At 9.30 am they are drafted out throughout the farm to perform the work of the day.  They get another half-hour for dinner and return to the farm where they work until 6 pm.  After that they study their subjects and attend lectures until 9.30pm, when they get an oatmeal supper and go to bed.”

MEAL, MILK AND POTATOES

“On Sundays there is 1 lb of bread for breakfast, 1½ oz of butter and a pint of tea; for Sunday dinner, potatoes and 1 lb of beef with vegetables.  On weekdays, ordinary diet.  The supper is the same Sundays and weekdays, no bread or tea, but ½ lb of Drogheda oatmeal and a pint of skim-milk.”
In a lecture given to commemorate the centenary of the society in 1957 by Captain Denis Gould, secretary of the society, he quoted from a catalogue of a Summer Show held in July 1860 at which horse, sheep, poultry, diary produce, flax and implements in addition to cattle were shown.  The cattle shown were Ayshires, Shorthorns, Herefords, West Highlands, Kerrys, Angus, Galloway and Dutch.  There were 69 trade stands and the machinery included a combined mill for crushing or bruising oats, linseed, malt, barley, etc, and splitting beans, peas, etc.  An attachment provided for the splitting or grinding of beans.  

Captain Gould revealed also the untiring efforts of the society to have aboard of agriculture established for Ireland.  Deputations from the society waited on the Chief Secretary at Dublin Castle.  “Short of sitting on the doorstep, they certainly made themselves felt.”  When a bill was introduced in Westminster in 1896 to set up a board of agriculture it had the strong support of the Unionist Party in Ireland and during the debate on the bill Tim Healy congratulated Carson on “his nationalist outlook.”

WON MANY IMPROVEMENTS

A glance through the records of the society indicates something of its activities and achievements.  It appears to have been always a pioneer in getting improvements in Irish agriculture and in agricultural education.  Many of its activities were taken over later by the State and by the universities, all of which we are now inclined to take for granted.
In 1891 it was decided to form a company to erect permanent showgrounds.  The company obtained a lease from Cork Corporation of 27 acres of reclaimed land it portion of the old Cork Racecourse and this is now the Cork Showgrounds.  In 1908 the name of the Cork Agricultural Society was changed to the Munster Agricultural Society. A further eight acres have been drained and reclaimed, providing extra accommodation for car parking and for exhibits.  The society deserves well of the public.
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